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Equal. —After laying down the great fundamental prin- 
eiple, that all men are equal in their rights, it ought to 
be the invariable object of the ſocial compact to infure the 
exerciſe of that equality, by rendering them as equal in 
all forts of enjoyments, as can poſſibly be conſiſtent with 
good order, induſtry, and the tans of merit. Every 
individual ought to be rendered as independent of every 
other individual as poflible, and at the ſame time as depen- 
dent as poſſible on the whole community. | 

ES | | BarLow. 


Financier,—a Chancellor of the Exchequer who excels 
in taking money from the people's pocket in the eaſieſt and 
genteelest manner. When it is neceflary to raiſe a loan, or 
to levy taxes, the miniſter, like the frog in the fable, ready 
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to burſt with the ſenſe of his own dignity and importance, 
collects around him the monied men of the city, and at- 
tends to their different propoſitions with all the affected 
gravity of his ſtation. He then conſults one confidential 
and experienced friend, who is always employed on theſe 
occaſions, whoſe advice he uniformly follows, and then, 
- wrapt up in the mantle of pride and conſequence, he goes 
down to the Houſe of Commons, opens his budget in an 
eloquent, elaborate ſpeech, in which he ſhines with bor- 
rowed feathers, and thus, on the merit of another, Mr. Pitt 
acquires the reputation of a moſt accurate calculator, of an 
excellent Financier. | Fi00TT. * - 


Foppery (political). When] ſee a man in private life aſſum- 
ing an external ſplendour for the ſake of gaining attention, 
I cannot but feel it an inſult offered to my underſtanding ; 
becauſe it is ſaying to me, that I have not diſcernment 
enough to diſtinguiſh his merit, without this kind of ecce 
fignum ; and when an officer of government exhibits him- 
ſelf in the foppery of a puppet, and is drawn by 11x or eight 
horſes, where two would be really more convenient to 
himſelf, I am grieved at the inſult offered to the nation, 
and at their ſtupidity iri not perceiving it: for the language 
of the mummery is ſimply this, that the officer cannot 
rely upon his own perſonal dignity as a title to reſpec, 
nor the laws be truſted to their own juſtice to inſure their 
execution. It is a full acknowledgment on his part, that 
the government is bad, and that he is obliged to dazzle the 
eyes of the people to prevent their diſcovering the cheat, 
When a ſet of Judges on the bench take the pains to ſhroud 
their head and ſhoulders in a f ---e of horſe-hair, in order 
to reſemble the bird of wiſdom, it raiſes a ſtrong ſuſpicion, 
that they mean to palm upon us the emblem for the reality. 


Gaming, —a vice originating in avarice, almoſt univer- 
fally predominant. The example' of the great ſerves to 
encourage it, the lower claſſes being never very flow in 
endeavours to imitate their ſuperiors. Gaming, thereforez 
rages through all ranks and conditions—from the tennis- 
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court in James' s- ſtrest, to the ſkittle-alleys in St. George's- 

fields; from the ſpeculating, peculating adventurer, who, 

at one /troke with the Minitter, gains 50,000, by the pur- 
e 


chaſe of a lottery, down to the unfortunate female ſervant, 
who pawns to her laſt rag to enſure the number of which 
ſhe dreamt laſt night. It is impoſſible for a gambler to 
_ riſque his money fo diſadvantageoully as in lotteries ; but 
they are dreſſed up in a meretricious garb, to entrap the 
ignorant and inexperienced, _ PE | 
Nothing can betray the profligacy of a miniſter more, 
than his everlaſting recourſe to this murderous inſtrument 
of revenue, this encouragement which he annually holds 
forth to the depravation of morals, and to the general injury 
of ſociety. But what ſignify the morals of the people? 
It is his buſineſs to corrupt them ; for he knows full well, 
that if the people had any morals, they would ſoon gurl 
him from his place; for which reaſon gaming and all other 
enormities are encouraged, which bring in griſt to his mill, 
and which have a tendency to preſerve his authority. _ 
8 8 PICOT r. 
Government, —an univerſal contract, the object of which 
is the happineſs of the ſtate for whoſe benefit it was formed. 
Whenever the object is not attained, it is natural, laws 
ful and right to alter the government, and the only com- 
petent judges in theſe caſes are the people themſelves, who, 
while they enjoy plenty, ſecurity, and freedom, will neceſ- 
ſarily ſupport the ſyſtem which inſures to them thoſe bleſs- 
ings, and who, by a parity of reaſoning, will murmur and 
complain, and at length-reſiſt, when they find themſelves 
oppreſſed by ſumptuary and ſanguinary laws, and borne 
down. by a weight of taxation, that renders all their induſ- 
try and labour fruitleſs. EL | : 
That government is beſt which the people think ſo, 
and they, not J, are the natural, lawful, and competent 
judges of this matter,” Burke's Thoughts on the Cauſe 
of the preſent Diſcontents. e | 
__ CEconomy is the wiſeſt principle of all virtuous govern- 
ments. Whenever we perceive a departure from this prin- 
ciple, and a nation providing luxuriouſly for myriads of 
penſioners and placemen, by exorbitant ſalaries, and when 
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we hear thoſe minions aſſerting their well-earned claims 
(which conſiſt merely in the fawning ſycophancy of cour- 
tiers) to thoſe ſalaries, boaſting of them as a reward con- 
ferred on their ſervices by the 59% of princes; (the old 
hackneyed language of penſioned flavzs,) although it be 
from the pockets of a larving people, and noc from the over- 
flowing treaſures of this BEST OF PRINCES, that the pay- 
men: is extorted; wien we witneſs theſe GENTRY refuting 
to yield up the ſmalleſt part of their ſinecures and douceurs 
toward the expence of the war, in which they have invoived 
thoſe who are ſuffering the moſt grievouſly and innocently 
from it, and when we behold the lethargy of the people, 
under all the bitter calamities that have been thus wantonly 
and barbarouſly inflicted on them, tameiy ſubmitting to the 
provoking arrogance, and glaring falſehoods with which 
they are inſulted, we may fately ſay, that both the govern- 
ment and the people have reached the acme of degeneracy 
and corruption; but as evil governments, in the firſt in- 
| ſtance, corrupt the morals of the nation, ſo, by exceſs of 
their corrupt on, is a nation final:y regenerated. So it was 
in France: — ſo will it be in England. 

In monarchical ſtates, the art of government generall 
conſiſts in taking as much money as poſſible from one claſs 
of citizens, in order to beſtow it on another claſs; and 
what ought to be very extraordinary, inſtead of taking it 
from the rich, to improve the condition of the poor, it is 

extorte d from the poor, to pamper the luxuries of the rich. 
F 1 proof of this aſſertion, conſult the hiſtory of our civil 
liſt. . | 
There are in print many more books on government 
than there are princes on the earth, yet with three or four 
th iſ:nd volumes on the ſubject, kings ſtill appear mainly 
ignorant of their duties, altogether unſkilled in the art of 
governing mankind, | | | | 
Lt tne go d of the people be the ſupreme law.“ Such 
is the funda nental maxim of nations. But the good of the 
people is made to conſiſt in deſtroying their neighbours, 
and in ſeizing their poſſeſſions— THE RIGHTS OF WAR, 
Old as the world is, at this very day it would be impoffible 
fo point duc one government favourable to the art of think- 
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ing, or to the improvement and delights of ſociety, The 
nation that attempted, and is ſtill ſtruggling to confer this 
benefit on mankind, is marked out by the reſt for deſtruc- 
tion. Government, according to the preſent ſyſtem, being 
for the advantage of the few, to the detriment of the many, 
the few having the power in their hands, are ſtraining every 
nerve to increaſe that power, and to render themſelves in- 
vincible; but the zatural itrength lies in the people, and 
whenever they are rouſed to exert it, all factitious unna- 
tural powers will be at once deitroyed and buried in the 
duſt, | 1 
Of all governments, hereditary monarchies are certainly 
the moſt unnatural and prepoſterous; for, agreeabiy with 
this fyſtem, the chances are far more probable, that a nation 
be governed by folly and vice, than by wiſdom and virtue, 
ſince it will hardly be denied, that the majority of the world 
is compoſed of the former. Indeed, all hiſtory confirms 
this TRUTH. | E 
But there is a kind of ſtupid vanity in men, that inclines 
them to flatter the government under which they are born, 
4 though it be the moſt ſervile and miſerable on the earth.“ 
Modern Romans are proud of St. Peter's Church, and of 
their antique Grecian ſtatues; yet it would be better for 
the people, that theſe fuperb monuments were a heap, of 
ruins, if thereby they were to be better fed, or better 
cloathed; and happier, far happier would it be for huma- 
nity, and more honourable to its character, if all the trea- 
ſures of the churches were, as in France, made national 
property, and converted to public uſe. 

All governments which have hitherto exiſted had their 
origin in conqueſt and terror Their principle © le droit 
du plus fort,“ the right of the ſtrongeſt, we have heard 
triumphantly boaſted by the glorious republics of Greece. 
But what a government muit that be which drove Ariſ- 
tides into baniſnment, and which condemned Phocion and 
Socrates to death. Yet theſe republics, it muſt be can- 
feſſed, were comparatively excellent; far ſuperior to the G- 
vernment of the neighbouring monarchies. The ancient 
republics did not underſtand the repreſentative ſyſtem. 
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Puffendorf, in his ſeventh book, chap. v. promiſes to ex- 
amine, which is the beſt form of government. He tells 
us, © that ſeveral have pronounced in favour of monarchy, 
and that others, on the contrary, are furious againſt way z 


but that, for his own part, it would be FOREIGN from his 
ſubject to enter into the reaſons of the latter; and perhaps 
it would be wiſe in us to imitate the example of Puffendorf, 
and be ſilent; therefore we ſhall conclude the article on the 
word government, with the following allegorical fable. 
<« An Eagle ruled over all the birds throughout the 
whole country of Oritnia; it is true, that he had no other 
right than that of his beak and his claws ; but nevertheleſs, 
after having provided tor his own luxuries and pleaſures, 


he governed as well as any other bird of prey. 
S * * * + * * „ * * * * + * 
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Hanover. From the year 1740 to 1756 it was a place 


not to be found in the map, @ poor, pitiſul electorate; but 


being the patrimonial territory and / the electoral dominions 


of our Moſt Serene Sovereign, muſt be preſerved as a mill- 


ſtone about the neck of England, the ruin of our treaſury, 


and the grave of Britons. Thus happy are we in our 


German connections. 
Picorr. 


Laws (transgreſſion of the )—an exertion of the natural 


right whichevery man has to a hare or a partridge belonging 
to his own grounds, and which deſtroy both his corn and 
graſs, by the authority of Parliament. 
R „„ -, PIGoTT. 

National Debt, —three hundred and thirty-one millions 
of pounds ſterling, which is increaſing every day, and with 
it, as we are told, our happineſs and proſperity, To give 
ſome idea of this ſum, if it was laid down in guineas cloſe 
together in a line, it would extend upwards of fix thouſand 

miles in length. If it was laid down in ſhillings, it would 
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extend upwards of five times round the world, and would 
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require ſeventy thouſand horſes to draw it, at the rate of 
fifteen hundred weight each horſe. P1GoTT.. 


_ Oppoſition, —a ſet of men leagued to thwart the meaſures 
of the reigning miniſter ; contriving falſe ſtandards of 
popular freedom to the nation, and then deceiving them 
pretending to facrifice their intereſt to the people's good, 
but in fact ſacrificing nothing but principles and veracity. 
The nation ought, in golden letters, to place before their 
eyes the fable of the lark and her young ones. P1GoTT. 


Patron, —one who countenances the apoſtate, protects 
the informer, and ſupports the dependant; whoſe patron- 
age extends not to the friend of virtue, the oppoſer of 
tyranny, or the lover of juſt ice; but, on the contrary, 
ſeeks to enrich the man who ſells his country for a bribe, or 
courts the wretch who diſowns his principles for the pa- 
vilion of ambition. | | PIGOTT. 


Predeceſſors.— To ſuppoſe that our predeceſſors were 
wiſer than ourſelves, is not an extraordinary thing, though 
the opinion may be ill founded; but to ſuppoſe that they 
can have left us a hetter ſyſtem of political regulations 
than we can make for ourſelves, is to aſcribe to them a 
degree of diſcernment to which our own bears no com- 
pariſon; it ſuppoſes them to have known our condition by 
prophecy, better than we can know it by experience. 

| BARLOw. 


Property.— The reaſon why property has been confi- 
dered as conveying additional rights to the poſſeſſor in- 
matters of government, is the ſame as has blinded the un- 
derſtandings of men relative to the whole order of nature 

in ſociety. It is one of thoſe appendages of monarchy and 
oligarchy, which teaches, that the object of government is 

to increaſe the ſplendour of the few and the misfortunes of 
the many; and every ſtep that ſuch governments take, 
has a tendency to counteract the equality of rights, by 
deſtroying the equality of enjoyments. BaRLow. 
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Probable.—Among the probable evils reſ ulting from the 


"Kingly office, the principal one, and indeed the only one 
that need to be mentioned, is the chance of its being held 


by a weak or a wicked man: where the office is hereditary, 

it is ſcarcely to be expected but that this ſhould be always 
the caſe. ke the birth and education of Princes, 
the chance of finding one with practical common ſenſe, is 
hardly to be reckoned among poſſible events; nor is the 
probability leſs ſtrong againſt their having virtues. The 
temptations to wickedneſs, ariſing from their ſituation, are 
too powerful to be reſiſted: the perſuaſive arts of all their 


flatterers, the companions of their youth, the miniſters af 
their pleaſures, and every perſon with whom they ever con- 


verſe, are neceſſarily employed to induce them to increaſe 
their revenue, by oppreſſing the People, whom they are 


taught, from their cradle, to conſider as beaſts of burthen: 


and what muſt almoſt inſure the triumph of wickedneſs in 
their tempers, is the idea that they are totally and for ever 
without reſtraint. This is an allurement to vice, that even 


men of ſenſe could ſcarcely reſiſt. Impreſs it on the mind 
of any man, that he can do no wrong, and he will ſoon von- 
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vince you of your miſtake. 45 75 
BARLO W. 


Kepreſentative, one who neither cares for your inte- 
reſts nor your welfare, provided he can get a ſhare of the 


general plunder. If he can not get a ſhare, he becomes all 


at once a flaming patriot, harangues againſt corruption 
and venality, till, like the noiſy maſtiff, he receives an 


. opiate morſe] from the thieves whom he was placed there 
to guard againſt. This puts me in mind of boys running 
after a coach, who, when they are driven away by thoſe, 


who have i a place, bawl out, Hilloa, Coach- 
ihn! 1 
IS : 25 „ a PIGOTT. 
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